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3005  E.  18th  Street 
Davenport,  Iowa 
October  29,  1°£7 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  putting  my  name  on  the  Lincoln  Lore  mailing 
list.  I'm  enjoying  every  issue.  I  also  appreciated  receiving 
your  letter  of  April  2k   suggesting  I  send  you  photos  of  my 
mural  panels. 

Long  before  now  I  had  hoped  to  have  all  the  drawings  completed, 
and  photographed,  but  the  research  has  been  more  time  consuming 

than  I  had  anticipated.  Perhaps  you  will  recall  that  I  was 
trying  to  find  a  profile  picture  of  John  T.  Stuart  and  to 
learn  about  his  coloring.  After  ten  letters  and  five  long 
distance  calls  I  learned  he  was  "tall,  dark  and  handsome",  and 
that  his  great  grandson,  Robert  A.  Dtuart,  Springfield,  had 
a  bust  of  him.  The  profile  in  the  drawing  for  the  center 
panel  is  based  on  it.  I'm  enclosing  a  snapshot  -  the  drawing 
is  four  feet  square. 

In  every  panel  there  are  persons,  places  or  objects  that  re- 
quire a  lot  of  searching  in  order  to  portray  them  authentically, 
As  I  complete  the  drawings  I  shall  send  you  photographs.  Thank 
you  for  your  interest  in  this  project. 

Finding  out  whether  the  Sangamo  Journal  used  a  wooden  or  iron 
press  has  been  one  of  my  more  frustrating  experiences.  After 
completing  the  drawing  for  this  panel  using  an  iron  press  I 
became  doubtful,  so  I  went  back  to  Springfield,  consulted  a 
number  of  persons  also  sources  of  information  at  the  Historical 
Library.  I  learned  that  Simeon  Francis  bought  his  press  in 
St.  Louis  and  that  it  had  been  used  by  the  Missouri  Republican 
since  1808.  In  18£8  it  served  the  Taylorville  Independent 
Press  and  was  demolished  in  1868.  It  seems  more  likely  that 


-  2  - 


it  might  have  been  made  of  wood  because  iron  presses  came  into 
being  after  1800,  and  most  of  the  presses  shipped  down  the 
Ohio  ftiver  were  bought  second  hand  in  Philadelphia. 

Three  months  on  this  and  I'm  still  searching  I  I've  written 
to  the  Missouri  Historical  Society  hoping  there  may  be  more 
information  there. 

I've  come  to  the  conclusion  that  being  an  artist  is  merely 
incidental  in  carrying  this  project  to  completion.  If  by 
any  chance  you  know  of  some  source  of  information  on  this 
obscure  press  I'd  appreciate  hearing  about  it. 

Sincerely, 


Helen  J.  Hinrichsen 
(Mrs.  *red  A.  Hinrichsen) 
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Mrs.  *IP*dl  At  Hinrichsen 

3005  2,  13th  Street 
V«ap*f*t,  Iowa 

■"  &frs«   linrlohssnl 

1  was  delisted  to  receive  jour  photograph  of  the  Mural 
of  Lincoln  and  Stuart.     I  think  ycu  have  evicted  a  very  remarkable 
likeness  of  Stuart* 

i  refer  to  these  murals  as  drawings.     Are  they  paintings 
or  dr*wl*gsf     How  many  do  you  plan  to  make?     I  like  the  one,   of  which 

yoi.:   sent  a  photo/p—ph  very  math* 

Ton  are  certainly  going  into  a  lot  of  research  to  get  .accurate 

detail.      This  is   of  course  very  important. 

t  will  you  do  with  the  mural st     At  this  time  ve  are  building 

a  new  annex  and  a  new  Lincoln  Jfuseuia  Is  on  the  drawing  "-oards  we  expect 
to  move  into  the  new  quarters  the  late  part  of  Hall  1959.     How  would 
your  murals  fit  into  our  building  plans? 

Are  they  to  "be  mounted  or  painted  on  the  walla  from  your 
drawings? 

I  am  sorry  hut   I  cannot  help  you  with  a  description  of  the 
press  used  by  Simeon  Francis. 

I  enclose  a  folder  about  the  first  printing  press  ever  seen 
by  Lincoln* 

Yours  sincerely, 


SGKtah  H.  Gerald  McMurtry 

er*c. 


3005  E.  18th  Street 
Davenport,  Iowa 
November  19,  1957 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Both  your  letter  and  the  enclosed  folder  about  the  first 
printing  press  ever  seen  by  Lincoln  are  much  appreciated. 

Last  week  I  received  two  large  photographs  from  the  Franklin 
Institute,  pictures  of  wooden  Ramage  presses  that  they  have 
in  their  Museum.  Mr.  Thomas  Coulson,  Director  of  Research 
there  believes  that  the  press  used  by  the  Sangamo  Journal 
would  have  had  a  wooden  frame  since  it  had  been  in  use  as 
early  as  1808  in  St.  Louis.  The  Missouri  Historical  Society 
has  no  information  on  this  press. 

These  murals  will  be  paintings,  the  size  of  them  determined 
by  the  length  of  wall  available  to  receive  them.  I  am  making 
the  drawings  for  all  the  eleven  panels  four  feet  high.  The 
center  panel  drawing  (the  snapshot  I  sent  you)  is  four  feet 
square.  The  ten  flanking  panels  are  drawn  twentysix  inches 
wide.  At  this  size  all  of  them  strung  along  together  measure 
about  twenty-six  feet.  Should  I  paint  the  mural  larger  I 
would  have  to  maintain  the  same  proportions  as  the  drawings. 

I  go  through  four  steps  to  complete  a  historical  mural.  The 
first  step  is  a  small  color  sketch  -  the  idea  sketch. 


The  second  step,  the  most  long  drawn  out,  is  the  research  and 
drawing  stage. 

The  third  step  is  another  color  sketch,  larger  than  the 
preliminary  idea  sketch.  This  is  scaled  down  from  the  drawings, 
In  this  I  try  to  improve  the  color,  or  do  anything  that  will 
make  the  series  of  panels  look  better.  I  call  this  the  work- 
ing painting. 
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I  am  now  liberated  from  all  uncertainties  and  can  concentrate 
on  an  enduring  work  -  the  painting  of  the  mural,  the  fourth 
step. 

I  feel  that  a  project  such  as  this  which  is  being  thoroughly 
researched  will  be  of  lasting  historical  interest,  therefore 
I  will  use  the  best  of  materials.  I  paint  on  specially  pre- 
pared Masonite  board  which  is  a  durable  base  material.  Should 
the  need  ever  arise  to  move  the  mural  from  one  building  to 
another  it  can  be  done  without  damage  to  the  panels.  The 
painting  is  done  in  my  studio  where  working  conditions  are 
suitable • 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  learning  about  the  plans  for  a 
new  annex  and  a  new  Lincoln  Museum  in  Fort  Wayne.  I  would 
like  to  know  more  about  it,  especially  about  unbroken  long 
wall  spaces. 

A  new  Municipal  Building  in  Springfield,  Illinois  is  in  the 
planning  stage,  and  Mr.  Robert  A.  Stuart  is  on  the  committee 
for  it.  He,  as  you  probably  know,  is  an  attorney  with  the 
law  firm  his  great  grandfather,  John  T.  Stuart  founded. 
He  thinks  this  building  is  the  place  for  the  mural.  However, 
there  are  no  commitments  on  the  placing  of  it  here. 


Since  this  is  not  as  yet  a  commissioned  job  there  is  no 
deadline  on  it,  except  the  one  I  have  set  up  for  myself, 
namely  the  years  of  19!?8  -  '59  and  '60,  because  they  mark 
two  centennials,  and  the  l$Oth  anniversary  of  Lincoln's 
birth.  The  research  is  slowing  me  up. 

Last  week  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  receiving  considerable 
researched  material  on  the  Vandalia  State  House  furnishings 
from  the  Division  of  Parks  and  Memorials  which  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  restoring  its  interior. 

Perhaps  I  have  not  mentioned  that  these  eleven  panels  have  to 
do  with  the  more  important  events  in  Lincoln's  life  and  career 
up  to  the  time  he  left  Springfield.  Briefly  they  could  be 
titled:  1)  Kentucky,  2)  Indiana,  3)  Flatboat  Trip,  U)  New 
Salem,  5>)  Vandalia,  6)  Springfield  (Lincoln  &  Stuart), 
7)  Wedding,  8)  Sangamo  Journal  (time  of  election  to  Congress) 
9)  Circuit,  10)  Debate,  11)  Election  to  Presidency  (leaving 
Springfield) . 


■ 
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For  the  first  two  and  the  last  two  I  have  not  decided  on 
exactly  what  I  shall  use,  so  I  have  not  researched  them 
thoroughly,  only  in  a  general  way.  Freeport  will  probably 
be  used  for  the  Debate  panel. 

These  are  the  several  reasons  for  making  the  center  panel 
larger.  Lincoln  started  his  legal  career  at  this  time;  he 
was  responsible  in  great  measure,  for  Springfield  becoming 
the  Capitol;  he  lived  in  Springfield  longer  than  any  other 
place,  and  he  entered  upon  the  second  half  of  his  life  at 
this  period.  There  are  a  number  of  other  reasons,  including 
the  one  of  breaking  the  monotony  of  a  string  of  panels  the  same 
size. 

I  appreciate  your  help  and  interest  in  the  mural,  and  would 
like  to  know  more  about  the  proposed  new  building. 


Sincerely, 


jUfa^jfc^ 


Helen  J.  Hinrichsen 
(Mrs.  Fred  A.  Hinrichsen) 


I 


3005  E.  18th  Street 
Davenport,  Iowa 
January  27,  1958 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

You  might  be  interested  in  receiving  the  enclosed  clipping 
and  to  learn  that  one  of  the  editors  of  this  paper  has 
notified  me  that  the  pictures  used  are  to  be  sent  over  the 
Associated  Press  wire  photo  facilities  sometime  between 
now  and  Feb.  12th.  Perhaps  one  of  the  Fort  Wayne  papers 
will  use  this  material. 

The  enclosed  story  is  somewhat  garbled,  even  the  quotes. 
The  writer  has  me  making  positive  statements  whereas  I 
generally  used  the  phrase  "might  have  been".  But  on  the 
whole  the  story  gives  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  intensive 
tracking  down  required  to  do  an  authentic  historical 
mural . 


With  best  regards,  I  am 


Sincerely, 


-///? 
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Helen  J.  Hinrichsen 
(Mrs.  Fred  A.  Hinrichsen) 


Davenport  Artist  Creates 
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Davenport  Artist  Creates  Mural  On  Lincoln's  Life 


Historical  Painter's  Life 
Is   Not   All   Brushwork 


Mrs.  Fred  Hinrichsen  points  out  the  problems  of 
authenticity  connected  with  her  mural  on  the  life  of 
Lincoln.  In  this  panel  of  Lincoln's  wedding,  much  re- 
search went  into  finding  out  the  type  of  dress  worn 
by  Mary  Todd. 


By  SHIRLEY  DAVIS 

Sunday  Woman's  Editor' 

The  question  of  the  type  of -press  used  to  print  a 
newspaper  in  1846  bas  caused  many  problems  for  a 
Davenport  artist. 

Mrs.  Fred  Hinrichsen,  3005  E.  18th  St.,  is  in  the 
process  of  preparing  a  series  of  11  panels  on  the  life 
of  Lincoln. 

"I  got  the  idea  for  the  painting  and  made  my  first 
watercolor  sketches  almost  20  years  ago,"  said  Mrs. 
Hinrichsen.  "It  was  shortly  after  I  finished  the  Daven- 
port Centennial  mural." 

This  mural,  which  was  used  in  the  First  National 
Bank  building,  has  recently  been  stored  and  will  be 
used  in  the  Ciiy  Council  chambers. 

"The  research  for  this  project  has  been  ter- 
rific," declared  Mrs.  Hinrichsen.  "The  Centennial 
mural  was  only  three  stages  in  a  city's  history 
This  one  will  be  11  periods  in  a  man's  life. 

"I  have  spent  at  least  six  hours  a  day  on  the  proj- 
ect since  last  April,"  she  said,  ''but  I  spend  all  my 
waking  hours  solving  problems. 

"The  charcoal  panels  that  T  am  now  working  on 
are  four  feet  high  and  26  inches  wide,"  she  explained. 
"The  finished  mural  will  be  in  oil  and  may  be  much 
larger. 

"Each  panel  is  a  drawing  in  itself,  although  all 
have  composition  lines  leading  toward  the  center 
panel  which  is  four  feet  square. 

Biggest  Problem 

"The  newspaper  panel  has  been  my  biggest  prob- 
lem," said  Mrs.  Hinrichsen.  "Although  there  are  ov- 
er 12,000  books  and  articles  on  the  life  of  Lincoln, 
there  are  many  areas  that  have  not  been  researched. 
"I  wanted  to  include  the  newspaper  office  of  the 
Sangamo  Journal  because  Lincoln  was  known  to 
have  frequented  it  often.  This  was  the  paper  that 
supported  Lincoln  throughout  his  career  and  I  ima- 
gine he  was  notified  of  his  election  to  Congress 
through  this  paper. 

"When  Ninian  Edwards  objected  to  Lincoln  vis- 
iting his  sister-in-law,  Mary  Todd,  the  young  couple 
often  met  in  the  offices  of  the  Sangamo  Journal  or  in 
the  home  of  its  publisher,  Simeon  Francis." 

In  her  search  for  more  information  about  the  pa- 
per, Mrs.  Hinrichsen  made  a  trip  to  the  Illinois  His-, 
torical  Library  in  Springfield  where  she  checked  ev- 
ery issue  of  the  Sangamo  Journal,  but  there  was  no 
record  of  the  type  of  press  that  was  used. 

Finding  the  first  issue  of  the  paper,  which  was 
published  in  1831,  she  assumed  an  iron  Ramage  press 
was  used,  so  she  proceeded  with  her  drawing. 

"In  later  research  I  found  an  old  Christian 
County  history  of  the  1870s  which  stated  that  the 
Taylbrviile  Independent  had  bought  a  press  in 
1856  from  the  Sangamo  Journal,"  she  said.  "It 
added  that  the  press  had  been  owned  by  the  Mis- 
souri Republican  and  had  seen  service  since  1808. 
It  also  stated  that  it  was  so  worn  out  it  had  to  be 
destroyed  10  years  later. 
"I  then  knew  it  had  to  be  a  wooden  press,"  she 
sighed,  "So  I  will  "have  to  begin  my  drawing  all  over. 
The   Franklin   Institute    in   Philadelphia    was   land 


enough  to  have  a  photo  taken  of  a  man  beside  a  wood- 
en Ramage  press  for  me.  The  research  on  this  panel 
has  taken  three  months." 

Wedding  Panel 

Another  problem  was  the  wedding  panel.  "I  lo- 
cated the  great-granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
Dresser  who  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  in 
the  home  of  Ninian  Edwards,  brother-in-law  of  Mary 
Todd.  The  only  photo  of  him  in  existence  was  a  front 
view,  so  I  had  to  work  out  the  profile  from  that. 

"The  whale-oil  lamps  used  in  my  picture  were 
found  in  the  Springfield  home  of  Ninian  Edwards' 
granddaughter,  Mary  Brown,  who  is  now  92  years 
old. 

"Much  research  went  into  the  study  of  clothing 
worn  in  that  era,"  added  Mrs.  Hinrichsen, 

The  larger  center  panel  portrays  Lincoln  and 
his  law  partner  arriving  at  the  new  Capitol  buil- 
ding in  Springfield.  Mrs.  Hinrichsen  located  an 
elderly  Springfield  woman  who  remembered 
hearing  talk  about  Lincoln's  law  partner,  and 
from  this  description  she  drew  his  likeness— tall, 
handsome,  with  dark  hair  and  eyes  and  a  rud- 
dy complexion. 

Court  House  Scene 

Another  panel  shows  Lincoln  arriving  at  the 
courthouse  in  Mt.  Pulaski,  Logan  County,  111.,  with 
Judge  David  Davis  of  the  Eighth  judicial  circuit.  All 
pictures  of  the  Judge,  who  traveled  the  14  counties 
with  Lincoln,  showed  him  with  a  beard. 

Mrs.  Hinrichsen  decided  that  men  didn't  usually 
wear  beards  at  that  date,  so  she  finally  located  the 
great-great-grandson  of  Davis  who  supplied  her  with 
a  copy  of  a  daguerriotype  of  Davis— without  a  beard. 

"The  court  house  at  Mt.  Pulaski  had  been  res- 
tored so  that  wasn't  much  of  a  problem,"  smiled  Mrs. 
Hinrichsen,  "bnt  trying  to  figure  out  during  what 
season  of  the  year  that  particular  session  was  held 
proved  more  of  a  problem.  After  many  more  hours 
of  research,  I  discovered  they  would  have  been  there 
in  September.  The  trees  in  my  picture  will  be  in  fall 
colors." 

"Even  the  buggy  proved  to  be  a  puzzle,"  she  ex- 
plained. "After  quite  a  bit  of  study,  I  decided  it  would 
have  been  a  very  high  vehicle,  without  a  top,  and 
with  a  gold-trimmed  black  body  and  red  wheels. 
"Even  the  Judge's  taste  in  hats  proved  to  be  a 
problem.  Originally  I  had  pictured  him  with  a 
stovepipe  hat,  but  I  could  find  no  record  of  his 
ever  having  worn  one,  so  I  changed  that,  too." 

"Doing  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  panel  was 
interesting,"  said  Mrs.  Hinrichsen.  "And  it  was  much 
easier  than  the  others  because  this  was  the  first  time 
newspapers  sent  correspondents  to  cover  a  national 
event.  This  gave  me  a  lot  more  information  to  work 
with.  There  is  much  more  pictorial  material  of  our 
history  from  that  time  on,  too." 

Where  will  the  finished  mural  be  hung? 

Mrs.  Hinrichsen  is  not  sure  yet,  but  there  are  al- 
ready several  possibilities  for  placing  it  in  Lincoln 
Country. 


Mrs.  Hinrichsen  shows  some  of  the  finished  char- 
coal panels  in  the  studio  of  her  home.  Many  monthi 
of  work  are  still  required  before  the  mural  is  com- 
pleted.   (Staff  photos  ) 


ural  On  Lincoln's  Life 

Historical  Painter's  Life 
Not  All  Brushwork 


Jy  SHIRLEY  DAVIS 
unday  Woman's  Editor 

h  of  the  type  of  press  used  to  print  a 
846  &as  caused  many  problems  for  a 

Hinrichsen,  3005  E.  18th  St.,  is  in  the 
aring  a  series  of  11  panels  on  the  life 

lea  for  the  painting  and  made  my  first 
ches  almost  20  years  ago,"  said  Mrs. 
was  shortly  after  I  finished  the  Daven- 
1  mural."  ._  ,.       , 

which  was  used  in  the  First  National 
'has  recently  been  stored  and  will  be 
y  Council  chambers. 
earch  for  this  project  has  been  ter- 
ed  Mrs.  Hinrichsen.  "The  Centennial 
,nly  three  stages  in  a  city  s  history 
1  be  11  periods  in  a  man's  hie. 
ent  at  least  six  hours  a  day  onthepro]- 
April,"  she  said,  "but  I  spend  all  my 
jolving  problems. 

oal  panels  that  I  am  now  working  on 
igh  and  26  inches  wide,"  she  explained 
mural  will  be  in  oil  and  may  be  much 

vel  is  a  drawing  in  itself,  although  all 
tion   lines   leading   toward  the   center 
four  feet  square. 


Biggest  Problem 


■spaper  panel  has  been  my  biggest  prob- 

Hinrichsen.  "Although  there  are  ov- 

and  articles  on  the  life  of  Lincoln, 

areas  that  have  not  been  researched. 

L  „o  include  the  newspaper  office  of  the 

rnal  because    Lincoln    was    known    to 

iited  it  often.  This  was  the  paper  that 

ncoln  throughout  his  career  and  I  una- 

notified    of    his    election    to    Congress 


ks 


it 


fi 


enough  to  have  a  photo  taken  of  a  man  beside  a  wood- 
en Ramage  press  for  me.  The  research  on  this  panel 
has  taken  three  months." 

Wedding  Panel 

Another  problem  was  the  wedding  panel.  "I  lo- 
cated the  great-granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
Dresser  who  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  in 
the  home  of  Ninian  Edwards,  brother-in-law  of  Mary 
Todd.  The  only  photo  of  him  in  existence  was  a  front 
view,  so  I  had  to  work  out  the  profile  from  that. 

"The  whale-oil  lamps  used  in  my  picture  were 
found  in  the  Springfield  home  of  Ninian  Edwards 
granddaughter,  Mary  Brown,  who  is  now  92  years 
old. 

"Much  research  went  into  the  study  of  clothing 
worn  in  that  era,"  added  Mrs.  Hinrichsen. 

The  larger  center  panel  portrays  Lincoln  and 
his  law  partner  arriving  at  the  new  Capitol  buil- 
ding in  Springfield.  Mrs.  Hinrichsen  located  an 
elderly  Springfield  woman  who  remembered 
hearing  talk  about  Lincoln's  law  partner,  and 
from  this  description  she  drew  his  likeness— tall, 
handsome,  with  dark  hair  and  eyes  and  a  rud- 
dy complexion. 

Court  House  Scene 

Another  panel  shows  Lincoln  arriving  at  the 
courthouse  in  Mt.  Pulaski,  Logan  County,  HI.,  with 
Judge  David  Davis  of  the  Eighth  judicial  circuit.  All 
pictures  of  the  Judge,  who  traveled  the  14  counties 
with  Lincoln,  showed  him  with  a  beard. 

Mrs.  Hinrichsen  decided  that  men  didn't  usually 
wear  beards  at  that  date,  so  she  finally  located  the 
great-great-grandson  of  Davis  who  supplied  her  with 
I  copy  of  a  daguerriotype  of  Davis-without  a  beard. 
"The  court  house  at  Mt.  Pulaski  had  been  res- 
tored so  that  wasn't  much  of  a  problem/! .smiled  Mrs. 
Hinrichsen,  "but  trying  to  figure  out  during  what 
season  of  the  year  that  particular  session  was  held 
proved  more  of  a  problem.  After  many  more ,  hours 
of  research,  I  discovered  they  would  have  been  there 
in  September.  The  trees  in  my  picture  will  be  in  tall 
colors."  ■ 

"Even  the  buggy  proved  to  be  a  puzzle     she  ex- 
plained. "After  quite  a  bit  of  study,  I  decided  it  would 
have  been  a  very  high  vehicle,  without  a  top,  and 
with  a  gold-trimmed  black  body  and  red  wheels. 
"Even  the  Judge's  taste  in  hats  proved  to  be  a 
problem.  Originally  I  had  pictured  him  with  a 
Stovepipe  hat,  but  I  could  find  no^ record  of  his 
ever  having  worn  one,  so  I  changed  that,  too. 
"Doing  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  panel  was 
interesting,"  said  Mrs.  Hinrichsen.  "And  it .w* ;  much 
easier  than  the  others  because  this  was  the  first .time 

-^tc.fn  rnver  a  national. 
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January  30,  1953 


Mrs.  Frsd  A.  Hinrichsen 
3005  E.  18th  Street 
Davenport,  Iowa 

Dear  Mrs*  Hinrichsen s 

We  are  pleased  to  receive  the  newspaper  clipping  relative 
to  the  Lincoln  noirals  which  you  are  preparing  for  use  in  the  City 

Council  chambers* 

If  you  have  available  photographs  or  copies  of  this  series, 
we  would  be  pleased  to  receive  thett  for  our  files  and  will  reimburse 
you  the  cost  involved  in  making  the  reproductions. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Miss)  Margaret  Moellering 
MMshw 
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